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Vietnam Era Veteran VA Health Care Eligibility
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Veterans who served in the following locations and time periods are also eligible to 
enroll in VA health care now:

 Republic of Vietnam (between January 9, 1962, and May 7, 1975),
 Thailand at any US or Royal Thai base (between January 9, 1962, and June 30, 

1976)
 Laos (between December 1, 1965, and September 30, 1969)
 Certain Provinces in Cambodia (between April 16, 1969, and April 30, 1969)
 Guam or American Samoa or their territorial waters (between January 9, 1962, and 

July 31, 1980)
 Johnston Atoll, or a ship that called there, between January 1, 1972, and 

September 30, 1977
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Extended Health Care Eligibility for Certain Gulf War era Veterans
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Beginning October 1, 2022, Gulf War era Veterans who served on active duty in a theater 
of combat operations after the Persian Gulf War may be eligible to enroll in VA health 
care.
This also includes Veterans who, in connection with service during such period, received 
the following awards or recognitions:

 Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal
 Service Specific Expeditionary Medal
 Combat Era Specific Expeditionary Medal
 Campaign Specific Expeditionary Medal
 Any other combat theater award established by Federal statute or Executive Order
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Extended Health Care Eligibility for Certain Combat Veterans
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Beginning October 1, 2022, Post-9/11 Veterans who did not 
previously enroll in VA health care will have a 1-year window 
in which they may be eligible to enroll if they:
 Served on active duty in a theater of combat operations 

during a period of war after the Persian Gulf War, or
 Served in a combat against a hostile force during a period of 

hostilities after November 11, 1998, and
 Were discharged or released between September 11, 2001, 

and October 1, 2013
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Apply for VA Health Care in 4 Easy Ways
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1.Online: https://www.va.gov/health-
care/apply/application/introduction.

2.By calling the toll-free hotline: 877-222-8387.

3.By mailing VA Form 10-10EZ to:
Health Eligibility Center
2957 Clairmont Rd., Suite 200
Atlanta, GA 30329

4.In person at the nearest VA medical center or clinic

https://www.va.gov/health-care/apply/application/introduction
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Can I get a VA Toxic Exposure Screening?
Every Veteran enrolled in VA health care will receive an initial screening and a follow-up screening at least once 
every 5 years. Veterans who are not enrolled and who meet eligibility requirements will have an opportunity to 
enroll and receive the screening.  

• The screening will ask you if you believe you were exposed to any of the following while serving:

• Open Burn Pits/Airborne Hazards
• Gulf War-related exposures
• Agent Orange
• Radiation
• Camp Lejeune contaminated water exposure
• Other exposures

Veterans with exposure concerns may be connected to information about benefits, registry exams, and clinical 
resources. 

Ask about receiving the Toxic Exposure Screening at your next VA appointment. If you want to be screened 
sooner, contact your local VA health care team through Secure Message or call 1-800-MyVA411 and press 8.
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What are exposures?
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Exposures Related to Health Concerns
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WARS & OPERATIONS
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EXPOSURE CATEGORIES

• Chemicals – Agent Orange, Burn Pits, Sulfur Fire, Camp Lejeune Water Supplies, Industrial Solvents, 
Pesticides, Depleted Uranium, Chromium, PCB’s, & PFAS

• Radiation – Ionizing and Non-Ionizing Radiation from items such as Nuclear Weapons testing

• Air Pollutants – Burn Pits, Oil Well Fire, Sulfur Fire, Sand, Dust, Airborne particles, Atsugi Waste 
Incinerators

• Occupational Hazards – Asbestos, Industrial Solvents, Lead, Radiation, Fuels, PCB’s, Vibration, Noise, 
CARC Paint

• Warfare Agents - Chemical and Biological Weapons, Mustard Gas, Edgewood/Aberdeen Experiments, 
Nerve Gas, Project 112/Project SHAD, Herbicide Test and Storage. 

11



Pre-Decisional Deliberative Document 
Internal VA Use Only

Draft - Pre-Decisional Deliberative Document 
Internal VA Use Only

Fast Facts About a New Toxic Exposure Screening for Veterans

• It’s quick. The TES takes around 5-10 minutes and can occur as part of one of your regular 
health care appointments. 

• It documents a variety of exposures. There are several types of possible exposures or 
hazards you may have experienced during your military service. This includes open burn pits 
and airborne hazards, Gulf War-related exposures, Agent Orange, radiation, Camp Lejeune 
contaminated water exposure, and others. 

• It helps support your long-term care plan. The purpose of the TES is to make your VA 
health care team aware of any potential exposures to toxins during your military service. This 
allows for ongoing care that ensures early diagnosis and treatment of any health concerns 
that may arise in the future related to your exposure(s). If you report a potential toxic 
exposure, it will be noted in your health record. Your primary care team will be made aware 
of your concerns and will connect you with resources to address your follow-up questions.

12
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Fast Facts About a New Toxic Exposure Screening for Veterans

• You’ll receive additional information. After your screening, you will also receive 
information about benefits, registry exams, and clinical resources to address any concerns 
you may have. 

• You can get screened at your next VA appointment. Ask about the TES at your next 
appointment. If you want to be screened sooner, contact your local VA health care team 
through Secure Message or call 1-800-MyVA411 and press 8. 

• You’ll be screened at least once every 5 years. Even if you don’t have concerns today, 
you may in the future.  We’ll screen you again if you do and at least every 5 years. This helps 
keep your records up to date and ensures exposure concerns are part of your long-term care 
plan. 

• You can decline. If you choose not to be screened, you will have the option to decline until 
the following year.
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https://www.warrelatedillness.va.gov/WARRELATEDILLNESS/education/toxicexposurescreeninformation.asp
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Fast Facts About a New Toxic Exposure Screening for Veterans
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There are a couple of things to keep in mind

• It’s not diagnostic. The TES identifies and documents potential exposures. If there is 
a need, it will support you in connecting with your health care team. You can also 
always contact your local VA health care team through Secure Message or call 1-800-
MyVA411 and press 8. 

• It’s not part of the VA benefits claims process. For information about how to file a 
claim, visit https://www.va.gov/disability/how-to-file-claim/.

• Being screened is separate from joining a VA environmental health registry. VA 
has six registries: Agent Orange, Airborne Hazards and Open Burn Pits, Depleted 
Uranium, Gulf War, Ionizing Radiation, and Toxic Embedded Fragments. You’ll receive 
information about registry participation after your screening.

https://www.va.gov/disability/how-to-file-claim/
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Environmental Health Registry

Health Registry exist to track and monitor the health of specific groups of 
Veterans. The registry data helps VA understand and respond to these health 
problems more effectively. You may be eligible to participate in one or more of 
these health registries.  

Agent Orange Registry
Airborne Hazards and Open Burn Pit Registry

Gulf War Registry (includes Operations Iraqi Freedom and New Dawn)

Ionizing Radiation Registry
Depleted Uranium Follow-Up Program

Toxic Embedded Fragment Surveillance Center
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https://www.publichealth.va.gov/exposures/agentorange/benefits/registry-exam.asp
https://veteran.mobilehealth.va.gov/AHBurnPitRegistry
https://www.publichealth.va.gov/exposures/gulfwar/benefits/registry-exam.asp
https://www.publichealth.va.gov/exposures/radiation/benefits/registry-exam.asp
https://www.publichealth.va.gov/exposures/depleted_uranium/followup_program.asp
https://www.publichealth.va.gov/exposures/toxic_fragments/surv_center.asp
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Registry Participation

• Participation in Registry is separate from claims/benefits and healthcare services. 

• VA’s health registry evaluation is a free, voluntary medical assessment for Veterans 
who may have been exposed to certain environmental hazards during military 
service.

• The evaluations alert Veterans to possible long-term health problems that may be 
related to exposure to specific environmental hazards during their military service.

• The registry data helps VA understand and respond to these health problems more 
effectively.

• Contact your local VA Environmental Health Coordinator about getting a registry 
evaluation. You do not need to enroll in VA's health care system to take part.
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https://www.publichealth.va.gov/exposures/coordinators.asp
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Demonstration of Environmental Toxic Exposure 
Screening.
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